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Secretary Norton Announces New Appointments to 

BLM Resource Advisory Councils in Nevada

Interior Secretary Gale Norton announced today the appointment of six new members and the reappointment of ten existing members to Nevada’s citizen-based Resource Advisory Councils (RACs), which advise the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on public land issues.

“I am proud to announce the new members of the Nevada Resource Advisory Councils,” Norton said.  “Their commitment to public land stewardship helps our Department achieve its goal of consultation, cooperation, and communication – all in the service of conservation.”

Composed of citizens chosen for their expertise in natural resource issues, the BLM’s 24 RACs aim to improve the health and productivity of public lands across the West.  Each RAC provides counsel and advice to the Interior Secretary on public lands planning and management within the RAC’s jurisdictional boundary.

“RAC members bring diverse backgrounds and a wide range of perspectives to each of our Agency’s councils,” said BLM Director Kathleen Clarke.  “This diversity results in a balanced outlook that helps the BLM carry out its multiple-use mission in Nevada and throughout the West.” 

New members to the Sierra Front-Northwestern Great Basin RAC include Craig Young, Reno and John Dicks of Gardnerville.  Members reappointed are John Falen, Orovada; William Roullier, Reno; and Larie Trippet, Incline Village.

New to the Northeastern Great Basin RAC is Richard Hankins, McGill.  Reappointed members include Bill Upton, Crescent Valley; Jeff White, Valmy; Kathryn Ataman, Carson City; and Vince Garcia, Spring Creek.

New members to the Mojave-Southern Great Basin RAC include Claire Toomey, Las Vegas; Mark Hill, Las Vegas; and Kenny Anderson, Las Vegas.  Members reappointed are Mark Ioli, Round Mountain; Colleen Beck, Las Vegas; and Billie-Gayle Young, Las Vegas.

“I look forward to working with all the new members and existing members,” said BLM Nevada State Director Bob Abbey.  “They continue to provide valuable advice to our managers and me on complex resource issues.”

-MORE-

New Appointments to BLM RACs in Nevada – 2222

The three Nevada RACs will hold their first meeting of the year, a joint meeting of all three RACs, in Henderson on October 16 and 17.  Information regarding upcoming RAC meetings will be announced as it becomes available.

The BLM, an agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, manages more land — 261 million surface acres — than any other Federal agency.  Most of this public land is located in 12 Western states, including Alaska.  The Bureau, with a budget of about $1.9 billion and a workforce of some 10,000 full-time, permanent employees, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation.  The BLM's multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural historical, cultural, and other resources on the public lands.
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