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Outstanding Bureau of Land Management Volunteers Selected to Win

2003 National Volunteer Awards for “Making a Difference”

The National Wild Horse Association, based in Las Vegas, is one of nine outstanding individual and team volunteer winners selected to receive the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 2003 “Making a Difference” National Volunteer Awards.  The awards will be presented at a special May 8 ceremony in Washington, D.C.


National Wild Horse Association members donated 25,000 hours of service, the equivalent of $455,000 in staff time, in 2002.  The group’s many activities included helping maintain springs and monitoring horse herds in herd management areas; monitoring rangeland health; rescuing wild horses and burros (and successfully raising more than 800 orphaned foals to adoption age in the last 10 years); assisting with wild horse and burro gathers; sponsoring a wild horse and burro show; providing wild horse and burro pre-adoption clinics and screenings; sponsoring monthly post-adoption clinics and compliance checks; and actively participating in public awareness and education programs.

In addition to her volunteer work for the Association, president, Billie Gayle Young, represents wild horse and burro interests on the BLM’s Mojave-Southern Nevada Resource Advisory Council.  She is also a member of the Outside Las Vegas Foundation, which is dedicated to preserving the public lands surrounding Las Vegas, enriching the experience of its visitors, enhancing the quality of land for local residents, and promoting community stewardship of these valuable resources.
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OUTSTANDING BLM VOLUNTEERS – 2222


A national panel of BLM and partner organization representatives selected the winners from a large pool of nominations submitted by BLM State Offices and Centers.  The award recipients were chosen for their exceptional efforts in management and conservation of the public lands and their resources, rather than for length of service or number of hours contributed.


Other award winners are:  Neal White, Jupiter, FL; Cara Wardlaw-Bailey & Beryl Wardlaw, Anchorage, AK; Mimbres Archaeological Team, Las Cruces, NM; John & Sherry Gerrish, Tularoso, NM; Cliff & Janet Tipton, Salt Lake City, UT; Cathy, Hannah, & Hollie Becker and Karen & Sarah Clayson, Casper, WY; Jerry & Pat Vine, Lone Pine, CA; and David “Big Bear” Johnson, Bakersfield, CA.  A BLM employee was also selected as an award winner for her outstanding leadership in the BLM Volunteer Program.  Linda Berkey is from the BLM Colorado, Grand Junction (CO) Field Office.

BLM, an agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, recruits 17,000-20,000 volunteers each year to perform a variety of jobs, from campground host to archaeologist to educator.  In many instances, volunteers serve as BLM’s first point of contact with the public, playing an important ambassadorial role for the agency.  In some remote areas, campgrounds and other recreation sites would be closed were it not for volunteer assistance.  In order to acknowledge these invaluable volunteer contributions, the BLM initiated its “Making a Difference” National Awards in 1995, holding its first recognition ceremony in 1996.  This year’s observance marks the eighth annual presentation of these awards.

-30-

