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BLM Public Meeting on Potential Changes to Grazing Regulations

Reno, Nev.--The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will hold a public meeting on proposed changes to livestock grazing regulations Thursday, March 20, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Reno Sparks Convention Center, 4590 South Virginia Street.  Park at and enter the Center’s north entrance off Peckham Lane. 

The meeting is a public forum for people to offer their ideas on the regulatory changes under consideration and to identify issues for an environmental impact statement (EIS) that will be prepared to address the potential rule changes.  A 60-day comment period on the proposed rule changes and the scope of the EIS will end May 2.
According to BLM Director Kathleen Clarke, the proposed changes are to enhance community-based conservation and promote cooperative stewardship of the public rangelands.  Two of the possible changes are to allow livestock operators to rest allotments for up to five years, instead of the current limit of three years, and the designation of a new type of grazing unit called “reserve common allotments.”  Reserve common allotments would be available for temporary use by ranchers who are partnering with the BLM to improve their primary allotment.

BLM published two Federal Register notices on March 3, an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, which describes the general nature of the possible changes, and a Notice of Intent, which announces the BLM’s intent to prepare an EIS under the National Environmental Policy Act.  The EIS will analyze the potential impact of the changes under consideration, as well as the potential effects of alternative options.  The Bureau expects to publish its official proposed regulatory changes, in the form of a proposed grazing rule, during the summer.
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Copies of the grazing-related Federal Register notices may be obtained from the BLM's State Office or accessed on the Web at www.nv.blm.gov.
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