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Danns Claim Unauthorized Horses 


Contractors for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) yesterday removed about 60 horses unauthorized to graze on the South Buckhorn Allotment approximately 60 miles southwest of Elko.  Mary and Carrie Dann have claimed ownership of the animals, and have in turn presented a document to the Brand Inspector that indicates they are transferring ownership of the animals to Slick Gardner of California.


Ownership of the horses is determined by the Nevada State Brand Inspectors on site as each group of horses is rounded-up in sufficient numbers for shipping.  By claiming the horses, the Danns are advised by the BLM that the animals are in trespass.  The Danns are therefore liable for costs of the gather operation and trespass fines.


The document signed by the Danns and Gardner indicates Gardner, who has a ranch northwest of Santa Barbara, California, will take title to the horses after the animals are gathered.  It also states that none of the horses will be sold to slaughter.


The State of Nevada had worked with a number of horse interest groups prior to the round up to assure homes were available to the horses if they had been determined to be “estray” (branded or unclaimed) and became the property of the state.  Both Jim Connelley, Nevada State Brand Inspector, and Bob Abbey, BLM Nevada State Director expressed their appreciation for the show of support from horse interest groups and individuals for the welfare of the animals.


“BLM has a number of wild horses gathered from the public lands that are awaiting adoption to good homes,’ said Abbey.  “I would encourage any of the parties who responded to the State’s request to contact the BLM about adopting a wild horse.”  Information on adopting a wild horse can be found at www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov or by calling 1-866 4MUSTANGS.


An aerial survey on February 3 indicated there might be as many as 560 horses in trespass on the allotment.
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