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BLM Removes Unauthorized Livestock
Elko, Nev.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is gathering unauthorized horses today on the South Buckhorn Allotment approximately 60 miles southwest of Elko.  The unauthorized livestock are causing significant resource damage and are severely straining the grazing capacity of the allotment, which is shared by five grazing permittees with valid permits.

Ownership of the horses will be determined by Nevada State Brand Inspectors who are

on site.

· Horses claimed by private individuals are subject to trespass fees and if fees are not paid, then those horses will be impounded by BLM; 

· Unclaimed horses (either branded or unbranded) may be declared “estray” and become the property of the State of Nevada; 

· Horses determined to be wild horses protected by the federal Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act will be placed in BLM’s wild horse adoption program.

An aerial survey on Feb. 3, 2003 showed more than 560 horses in trespass on the South

Buckhorn Allotment where Western Shoshone sisters Mary and Carrie Dann have a long- standing trespass dispute with the BLM.

“The BLM has tried to work with the Danns and local interests in every possible fashion over a number of years to resolve their unauthorized use of the public lands,” said Elko Field Office Manager Helen Hankins. “Removing these horses is critical to restoring the damaged rangelands.  Last June, the Danns told us they would remove all but 100 horses from the South Buckhorn allotment and it didn’t happen.  In addition, they are still grazing cows on public lands.”

· MORE –

BLM Removes Unauthorized Livestock – 2222


In September 2002, the BLM impounded 227 unauthorized cattle belonging to the Danns in Pine Valley.  Those cattle were sold at auction in October.  The BLM removed unauthorized horses from the South Buckhorn Allotment in 1992.  At that time, there were nearly 2,000 trespass horses in the area.  The Danns removed nearly 1,700 of those horses and sold them.  The BLM subsequently removed the remaining 400 horses that were unclaimed by the Danns.
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