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Scholarships to Encourage Interest in Natural Resources Fields
Washoe County high school seniors who have an interest in natural resources or other fields involved in the management of public lands now have an opportunity to apply for two new scholarships.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Nevada, in partnership with the Washoe County School District, announces the funding of two $2,500 scholarships to be awarded in May.

“The BLM Nevada Scholarship Program is designed to financially assist Washoe County School District high school seniors who are enrolling in an accredited university, college, vocational or technical school pursuing a degree in natural resources or other areas of need to the BLM,” explained BLM’s Associate State Director Jean Rivers-Council.

Students interested in the scholarships must submit an application by April 1.  Applications are available at local participating high schools, the Washoe County School District Administrative Building at 425 E. Ninth Street, Reno, or the BLM Nevada State Office, 1340 Financial Blvd. in Reno.  In addition, the student should submit a grade report, letters of recommendation from school officials, a one-page letter stating why they should be selected for the scholarship, and an acceptance letter from the educational institution in which they intend to enroll.

Scholarships to Encourage Interest in Natural Resources Fields – 2222

Scholarships will be paid directly to the school chosen by the scholarship recipient, and will be announced in May each year, Rivers-Council said.

The BLM in Nevada manages about 47.8 million acres of public lands.  In addition to the traditional uses of the land for activities such as grazing and mining, the lands are in increasing demand for outdoor recreation.  There are two National Conservation Areas in the state, 27 recreation management areas, nine back country byways, 19 watchable wildlife viewing areas and more than 1,000 miles of national historic trails.

Nevada lands are the home to the majority of the nation’s wild horses, and provide habitat for both big and small game.  Nevada produces about 60 percent of the gold in the United States, and about 1.2 megawatts of electricity from its geothermal plants.

Rivers-Council notes that not all of the land is held in perpetuity by the people of the United States.  The BLM periodically conducts land auctions at different locations throughout the State.  Several pieces of legislation contain provisions for a percentage of the proceeds to be paid to the State of Nevada General Education Fund.  Since spring 1999, about $12.6 million has been paid to the State as a result of the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act.  The State may soon receive another $9.9 as a result of November sales through this Act.
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