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Good Selection of Horses Available for Adoption

Owyhee and Monte Cristo Wild Horses at Palomino Valley

The old saying “several shades of gray” will take on new meaning once you see the wild horses gathered from the Owyhee Herd Management Area (HMA) in extreme northwestern Elko County.  Almost 700 horses from this herd, which is known for good conformation, are now available for adoption from the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley, located 20 miles north of Sparks.

There are also about 540 horses from the Monte Cristo HMA in southwest White Pine County that were gathered in December.  The Monte Cristo horses are predominantly bays, browns, blacks and sorrels, but there are a few paints and roans. Most of these athletic horses are about 14 hands (56”) high and weigh 800 pounds.  About eight “Curly” studs are among those gathered.  The Curly originated in Russia and is known for its curly coat, which is especially noticeable in the winter.

Recent changes at the Palomino Valley Center make it easier than ever to adopt one of these Living Legends.

A limited group of animals located in specific adoption pens are available for walk-up adopters to view during business hours.  Animals in the large holding pens can 
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be adopted by appointment, and most can be viewed seven days a week by driving around the perimeter of the BLM’s largest wild horse adoption preparation facility.

Adoption fee at the facility is $125.  BLM employees at the facility can now screen and approve potential adopters, applying revised, national standardized requirements.  Pen size and height, construction material and availability of shelter are important adoption criteria.  In many states, including Nevada, a personal, follow-up visit to the adopter at his/her facility will occur within six months of adoption. 

Male animals, one year of age or older, can be gelded at Palomino Valley free of charge.  A veterinarian will determine when the animal has recovered from the operation and can be transported to its new home.  The waiting period is usually about 10 days.

Each adopter receives a health card on his/her individual horse, and the BLM and the State of Nevada will provide the necessary brand inspection papers.

Palomino Valley Center is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., except for Federal holidays.  From Interstate 80, take exit 18 and follow Pyramid Way (State Route 445) north about 20 miles to Ironwood Road.  Turn east on Ironwood to reach the corrals and office.  The phone number is (775) 475-2222.  Applications are available at www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov and descriptions of HMAs may be viewed at the Nevada wild horse and burro site which is linked to this national wild horse internet site. 
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