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ELKO RANCHER NAMED OUTSTANDING

Reno, Nev.–Wilfred Bailey was named Nevada Outstanding Rancher of the Year at the Nevada Cattlemen’s Association Convention in November.  The award was presented jointly by the Cattlemen, the Nevada Farm Bureau, the Nevada Division of Agriculture and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

“Mr. Bailey is one of the many ranchers in this state that works hard to keep the public rangelands they use productive and their operations profitable,” said Bob Abbey, BLM state director.  “Bailey’s commitment to enhancing water developments and proper rotation of livestock allows for continued improvement of the vegetation.  His diligence benefits his cattle operation, the watersheds and wildlife on the public land allotments he uses.” 

The Bailey Home Ranch was homesteaded in 1863 by Wilfred’s grandfather.  The Bailey ranch produced 500 tons of alfalfa hay a year and runs 500 cattle.  The ranch consists of 832 deeded acres and serves as base property for 2,494 animal unit months (AUMs) within three grazing allotments.  Two allotments, the North Diamond and Union Mountain, are managed by the BLM’s Battle Mountain Field Office, and the Red Rock Allotment is managed by the Elko Field Office.  Tom Warren, emergency fire rehabilitation manager with the Elko Field Office, nominated Bailey for the award.
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Ranchers nominated for the Outstanding Rancher of the Year award are evaluated on conservation planning, resource management objectives, innovative or unique management practices, profitability, and participation in forums to share information about natural resource management.  Representatives from the four participating agencies and organizations meet with and tour the nominee’s ranch to determine who will receive the award.


Other Nevada ranchers that have received the Outstanding Rancher award include Jack Fulstone, Tim Delong, Benny Romero, Jack Neal, Richard Fulstone, Dan Gralian, Dr. Molly Knudtsen, Ira Kent, Steven Carter and Peter Talbott.
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