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For Immediate Release: August 15, 2003
Contact: Richard H. Brown (775) 861-6586; Mike Brown (775) 753-0386; Gary Zunino (775) 738-3454; Rose Davis (208) 387-5437
Youth Fire Crews Temporarily Removed from Active Fireline Work


As a result of national direction, the cooperative wildland fire agencies and the state Youth Training Centers in Nevada have discontinued the use of youth crews for direct hotline wildland fire suppression activities.  Increased safety and liability concerns have heightened awareness and sensitivity of having youth less than 18 years of age work on suppressing active wildfire.

“These crews are a valuable resource and we will continue to use youth crews nationwide in less hazardous positions in support of fire suppression,” said Alice Forbes, Assistant Director for Fire Operations for the USDA Forest Service.


Three 20-person fire crews operated by Youth Centers in Nevada in cooperation with the Nevada Division of Forestry are affected. 


“The Nevada Youth fire crews have made an enormous contribution to firefighting in Nevada and the nation in the past 43 years. This action in no way reflects upon the safety record or capabilities of these youth,” said BLM Nevada State Director Bob Abbey.


Abbey continued, “However, the National Wildfire Coordination Group is examining the program and risks involved with using underage people to fight fire in hazardous conditions. The Nevada Division of Forestry, Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service are long-time firefighting partners in Nevada. We stand shoulder to shoulder and will continue to work together.”


According to Nevada State Forester Steve Robinson, “We have agreed to temporarily suspend the use of these crews while the National Wildfire Coordinating Group continues to evaluate this issue. We are saddened that federal regulations imposed on us have caused this situation. At this point the federal government is unsure of its own legal posture. These crews have performed admirably and even courageously for more than 40 years, and have truly been part of the team.”  Robinson went on to say, “My first objective now is to ensure these young people have alternative work off the fire lines. There is so much to be done in Nevada where our rangelands and forests are concerned, and I am confident we can find worthwhile jobs for them.”

--30--

