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BLM land auction brings in $180 million

1,130 acres in Las Vegas land sells in two hours

LAS VEGAS --- The Bureau of Land Management today sold 1,130 acres of federal public land in the Las Vegas Valley. The offered land brought in $180 million during the two-hour public auction at the Clark County Government Building.  The 40 parcels that sold range in size from 1.25 acres to 422.5 acres. The average per acre price for the land sold is $159,455.   The two that were not sold today may be offered on the Internet at www.auctionrp.com.

The Focus Property Group of Las Vegas bought the three largest parcels.  They purchased 422.5 acres for $66.7 million, 287.5 acres, for $43.2 million, and 282.5 acres for $49.1 million. 

The previous 11 land sales have put $11.8 million into the Nevada permanent school trust fund, $19.5 million into the Southern Nevada Water Authority for infrastructure needs, and reserved $31.7 million toward the protection of Lake Tahoe. Today’s sale sets aside an additional  $3.6 million for Nevada’s State School Trust Fund, and $18 million for the Southern Nevada Water Authority.

Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton announced this week her approval to spend $109 million to acquire environmentally sensitive properties in Nevada, make 44 capital improvements in Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area, Lake Mead National Recreation Area, and the Spring Mountains National Recreation Area.  She also approved funding for 18 parks, trails and natural area development projects.  Detailed information is available at www.nv.blm.gov.


The sale is authorized under the 1998 Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act that requires the BLM to sell or otherwise convey public land within the greater Las Vegas Valley. The Act also authorizes the BLM Nevada to use the money raised for the purchase and protection of environmentally sensitive land in Nevada, and to pay for capital improvements at four federally-designated recreation and conservation areas surrounding Las Vegas.

With today’s sale, the BLM has sold, or otherwise conveyed, 7,551 acres for $335 million.  Nearly 42,000 acres remain available for disposal in the Las Vegas Valley.  Those acres are the remaining lands designated by the 1998 Act and the additional lands designated in the Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002 that was signed into law by President Bush November 6. 

“We have a unique opportunity in this State to make land available where it is needed for growth, to use the revenue generated to protect environmentally sensitive areas, and to enhance opportunities for outdoor recreation,” said BLM Las Vegas Field Manager Mark Morse.

BLM’s next regularly scheduled land auction is May 2003. Sale information will be available at the BLM’s Las Vegas Field Office, 4701 North Torrey Pines Drive, Las Vegas NV 89130, weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. or by calling 702-515-5114. Information is likewise available at propertydisposal.gsa.gov. Click on NV for Nevada. 
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